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Curriculum Review – Beginning the Process

In beginning a curriculum review process, I generally find it helpful to use the following questions. An attempt to answer them honestly can provide major benefits in the outcome. It can be most helpful to engage all constituents in a facilitated brainstorming session to address them.

· Have there been parent complaints about the curriculum?

· Is there information that people feel students should be learning and aren’t?

· Or info that is included and shouldn’t be?

· Does the curriculum flow from topic to topic seamlessly or does it feel disjointed?

· Has your physical site changed? 

· Have the program parameters (number of hours per week, etc) changed?

· Does the structure of the program still meet the community’s needs?

· Has there been a change in leadership (professional or lay)?

· Do parents and/or committee members know what the curriculum is?

· Do parents and/or committee members see a disconnect between what the written curriculum calls for and what the teachers are teaching?

· Are the teachers employing different strategies in teaching – or are things pretty frontal?

· Or, is this part of what schools should be engaging in on a regular basis:  a pro-active check-in and review while things are going okay to ensure that everyone’s still on the same page? 

· Or something else entirely????
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